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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is a first Office Action Non-Final rejection on the merits. 
Claims 1-6, as originally filed, are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The claims are generally narrative and indefinite, failing to conform with current 
U.S. practice. They appear to be a literal translation into English from a foreign 
document and are replete with grammatical and idiomatic errors. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Suzuki et al. (US2002/0184120A1), in view of American Machinist: "Software 
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boosts value engineering efforts" (June 2001) hereafter American Machinist, 
further in view of Inoue (5,317,503). 

As per claims 1 and 4, Suzuki et al. discloses a price-setting-management 
system/method for parts (Paragraph 0007; discloses that the invention relates to a price 
management system) comprising: 

a part-price-setting-management apparatus having the function of managing 
price setting for parts based on price-table prices (Paragraph 0188; discloses that price 
table information is used to manage prices for products), similar-part prices, and cost- 
information prices (Paragraphs 0004 and 005; disclose that is know in the art to group 
similar shops that sell similar products/services for the same price, and these groups 
relate to price rules which help determine the prices of products based off of price 
histories, from this it is shown that similar-part prices and cost-information prices are 
both used in the part-price-setting-management apparatus); 

a price-setting database in which a price table having the prices of said parts 
from the part list, factory procurement information and cost information are registered 
(Paragraph 0152; discloses that the data is stored in a database and that the function of 
the database is to register the information, Paragraph 0173; discloses the product table 
or part list which is stored in the database, Paragraph 0219; discloses a shop table 
which is stored in the database which is being construed as a factory procurement 
information, from this information it shown which shop can provide which 
products/services, Paragraph 0188; discloses a price table which is the cost information 
that is registered and stored in the database); 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/761 ,425 Page 4 

Art Unit: 4127 

a parts database in which sales account data that indicates said parts, and real- 
registration data are registered (Figure 13, discloses the product table which shows the 
product ID and the name for that product, Figure 17; discloses the product which is 
shown by the product id is registered in this table including sales account data such as 
the basic charge and the amount charge all of this information is real registration data 
that is registered into the database system). 

a plurality of terminals that are connected to said parts-price-setting-management 
apparatus online (Figure 1 ; discloses there are a plurality of terminals connected to the 
network which is connected to the parts-price-setting-management apparatus, Figure 4; 
discloses that the shop registration means is located on the center server which is 
connected to the network of figure 1 . Paragraph 0066; discloses that the network could 
be a local area network or the Internet so the system can be accessed online) and have 
the function of giving instructions for inputting prices of said parts from said part list 
(Paragraph 0173; discloses a product table that allows for the users of the system to 
enter product information relating to items on the list), factory-procurement information 
(Paragraph 0165; discloses a shop group table where the shops are being construed to 
be factories and this table allows the user to enter information regarding the different 
shops) and cost information (Paragraph 0188; discloses a price table where all the cost 
information can be entered into the system by the user), and selecting said price-table 
price setting, similar-part price setting or cost-information price setting, and the function 
of viewing the prices of said parts that are set by said price-table prices, similar-part 
prices of cost-information prices (Paragraph 0152; discloses that the data being stored 
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can be accessed by the users, from this it is shown that the users can select the 
different sets of data and view them using the tables and the database provided by the 
invention); 

according to the contents of a selection instruction from said terminal, said parts- 
price-setting-management apparatus registers said parts for which the prices have been 
set in said parts database as said real-registration data (Paragraph 0294; discloses that 
through the terminal the users will enter a price into the system and at the end of the 
process the price will be registered into the systems and stored in the table). 

Suzuki et al. fails to fully disclose a price-setting-method-log-management 
database in which temporary-registration data is registered and where prices that have 
not been set are stored as temporary-registration data. Suzuki et al. also fails to 
disclose where the parts listed for pricing are repair parts. 

American Machinist, which talks about the use of estimating systems to help get 
a more exact price for products, teaches using the temporary information about a price 
of product, and storing that temporary information in a database (Page 2, paragraph 12; 
teaches that the original estimates are based off of the estimated times from the 
database, when actual times differ from the estimates the actual times replace the 
numbers, Page 2, paragraph 13; teaches that from these different estimates they 
choose the best method for producing the part to achieve the lowest cost, from these 
two paragraphs it is shown that their software gets an estimation based on temporary 
numbers and stores that information in the database, that information is stored until 
more accurate data can be acquired). 
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From this teaching of American Machinist, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price 
setting management system provided by Suzuki et al., with the use of temporary 
information taught by American Machinist, to calculate the most cost effective way to set 
the price of a product. It is important to set an accurate price as soon as possible to 
ensure good product sales and through the use of temporary data used by this software 
it is possible to get to a more accurate result faster. 

Inoue, which talks about calculating a repair cost of a damaged car, teaches 
where the prices of repair parts is calculated (Figure 20; teaches that there are 
calculated prices per repair part which in this case is the different parts that were 
damaged). 

From this teaching of Inoue, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price setting 
management system using temporary information provided by the combination of 
Suzuki et al. and American Machinist, with the use of this system in a field such as 
repair parts taught by Inoue, for the purpose of allowing manufactures of repair parts to 
better estimate the cost of a new part, this would aid them in the marketing of these 
parts as well as knowing the profit of selling the item. 
6. Claims 2, 3, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Suzuki et al. (US2002/0184120A1), in view of American 
Machinist, further in view of Inoue (5,317,503), further in view of Marianne M. 
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Huey: "The Profit and Loss Statement: What Does It Mean?" (March 2001) 
hereafter Huey. 

As per claims 2 and 5, the combination of Suzuki et al., American Machinist and 
Inoue teach the above-enclosed invention, Suzuki et al. further teaches a registration- 
information-receiving unit that has the function of registering said prices of parts from 
the parts list (Figure 13; discloses the parts list), factory procurement information 
(Figure 17; discloses the factory which is construed to be shop procurement 
information), and cost information (Figure 17; discloses the cost information regarding 
the different products), which are input from said terminal, in said price-setting database 
(Figure 4; discloses that the shops can be registered on the server, the pricing 
information can be registered by the different shops computers, all of this information is 
then sent to the center server and stored on the Data Base); 

a search-information-receiving unit that has the function of searching the various 
kinds of information registered in said price-setting database and parts database based 
on the contents input from said terminal (Paragraph 0152; discloses that the database 
can be used to do data management such as registration, maintenance, correction, and 
deletion, from this it is shown that since all of the information is stored in the database, a 
authorized user would be able to search the information to perform maintenance); 

a price-table-price-setting unit that has the function of searching for the prices of 
said parts from the price table registered in said price-setting database based on the 
part numbers of said parts and attributes of said parts when an instruction for said price- 
table price setting is output from said terminal (Paragraph 0006; discloses that external 
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inquiries can be made, Paragraph 0152; discloses that the database can be used to do 
data management such as registration, maintenance, correction, and deletion, from this 
it is shown that since all of the information is stored in the database, a authorized user 
would be able to search the information, Figure 17; discloses the price table which 
would be displayed, from this it is shown that the database stores all of the relevant 
information regarding the products and this information can be searched and displayed 
to the user upon request). 

a similar-part-price-setting unit that has the function of searching for the prices of 
said parts from sales accounts registered in said parts database based on similar part 
numbers of said parts and attributes of said parts when an instruction for similar-part 
price setting is output from said terminal (Paragraph 0006; discloses that external 
inquiries can be made, Paragraph 0152; discloses that the database can be used to do 
data management such as registration, maintenance, correction, and deletion, from this 
it is shown that since all of the information is stored in the database, a authorized user 
would be able to search the information, Figure 17; discloses the price table which 
would be displayed, from this it is shown that the database stores all of the relevant 
information regarding the products and this information can be searched and displayed 
to the user upon request). 

a cost-information-price-setting unit that has the function of searching for the 
prices of said parts from the cost information registered in said price-setting database 
based on part numbers of said parts and attributes of said parts when an instruction for 
cost-information price setting is output from said terminal (Paragraph 0006; discloses 
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that external inquiries can be made, Paragraph 0152; discloses that the database can 
be used to do data management such as registration, maintenance, correction, and 
deletion, from this it is shown that since all of the information is stored in the database, a 
authorized user would be able to search the information, Figure 17; discloses the price 
table which would be displayed, from this it is shown that the database stores all of the 
relevant information regarding the products and this information can be searched and 
displayed to the user upon request). 

Suzuki et al. fails to disclose where the database would include profit-loss 
information. Suzuki et al. further fails to disclose the use of temporary information and 
the parts being repair parts. 

American Machinist, which talks about the use of estimating systems to help get 
a more exact price for products, teaches using the temporary information about a price 
of product, and storing that temporary information in a database (Page 2, paragraph 12; 
teaches that the original estimates are based off of the estimated times from the 
database, when actual times differ from the estimates the actual times replace the 
numbers, Page 2, paragraph 13; teaches that from these different estimates they 
choose the best method for producing the part to achieve the lowest cost, from these 
two paragraphs it is shown that their software gets an estimation based on temporary 
numbers and stores that information in the database, that information is stored until 
more accurate data can be acquired). 

From this teaching of American Machinist, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price 
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setting management system provided by Suzuki et al., with the use of temporary 
information taught by American Machinist, to calculate the most cost effective way to set 
the price of a product. It is important to set an accurate price as soon as possible to 
ensure good product sales and through the use of temporary data used by this software 
it is possible to get to a more accurate result faster. 

Inoue, which talks about calculating a repair cost of a damaged car, teaches 
where the prices of repair parts is calculated (Figure 20; teaches that there are 
calculated prices per repair part which in this case is the different parts that were 
damaged). 

From this teaching of Inoue, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price setting 
management system using temporary information provided by the combination of 
Suzuki et al. and American Machinist, with the use of this system in a field such as 
repair parts taught by Inoue, for the purpose of allowing manufactures of repair parts to 
better estimate the cost of a new part, this would aid them in the marketing of these 
parts as well as knowing the profit of selling the item. 

Huey, which talks about the use of a profit and loss statement, teaches 
displaying profit loss statements (Page 1 , paragraph 1 ; teaches that a loss profit or 
profit-loss is used to show how well a company buys and sells inventory (or services) to 
make a profit and that a firm must create profit in order to survive and remain solvent). 

From this teaching of Huey, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the repair parts price setting 
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management system using temporary information provided by the combination of 
Suzuki et al., American Machinist, and Inoue, with the use of profit loss to show the 
profit of a product taught by Huey, for the purpose of determining which products are 
profitable and to be able to adjust the price of a product to make a profit. Without this 
profit the product will not be desirable. 

As per claims 3 and 6, the combination of Suzuki et al., American Machinist, 
Inoue, and Huey teaches the above-enclosed invention, Suzuki et al. discloses the 
registration of products in a pricing system (Paragraph 0188; discloses the use of a 
pricing table to register a product). 

Suzuki et al. fails to disclose using temporary information to evaluate the price of 
a repair part. 

American Machinist, which talks about the use of estimating systems to help get 
a more exact price for products, teaches using the temporary information about a price 
of product, and storing that temporary information in a database (Page 2, paragraph 12; 
teaches that the original estimates are based off of the estimated times from the 
database, when actual times differ from the estimates the actual times replace the 
numbers, Page 2, paragraph 13; teaches that from these different estimates they 
choose the best method for producing the part to achieve the lowest cost, from these 
two paragraphs it is shown that their software gets an estimation based on temporary 
numbers and stores that information in the database, that information is stored until 
more accurate data can be acquired and that the temporary information can become the 
real data if after evaluated it is determined to be the best or most profitable). 
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From this teaching of American Machinist, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price 
setting management system provided by Suzuki et al., with the use of temporary 
information taught by American Machinist, to calculate the most cost effective way to set 
the price of a product. It is important to set an accurate price as soon as possible to 
ensure good product sales and through the use of temporary data used by this software 
it is possible to get to a more accurate result faster. 

Inoue, which talks about calculating a repair cost of a damaged car, teaches 
where the prices of repair parts is calculated (Figure 20; teaches that there are 
calculated prices per repair part which in this case is the different parts that were 
damaged). 

From this teaching of Inoue, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the price setting 
management system using temporary information provided by the combination of 
Suzuki et al. and American Machinist, with the use of this system in a field such as 
repair parts taught by Inoue, for the purpose of allowing manufactures of repair parts to 
better estimate the cost of a new part, this would aid them in the marketing of these 
parts as well as knowing the profit of selling the item. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PAUL R. FISHER whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5097. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon/Fri [7:30am/5pm] with first Fri off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynda Jasmin can be reached on (571 ) 270-3033. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

PRF 



/Lynda Jasmin/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4127 



